
Hauppauge Middle School
600 Lincoln Boulevard, Hauppauge, NY 11788

May 7, 2021

Dear Grade 8 Parents and Guardians:

We are looking forward to celebrating our 8th Grade Moving Up ceremony outdoors on the
High School football field. The event will take place on Thursday, June 24, 2021 (not June 22nd
as indicated on the school calendar) and each student may have two guests attend. While we
would like to hold one ceremony so our entire 8th grade can share this experience together,
there are certain requirements to consider.

OPTION 1: One Ceremony
In compliance with the guidance from the New York State Department of Health (DOH)
updated on April 27, 2021, regarding outdoor gatherings of more than 200 people, we would
require the following:

● Attendees must sign-in before or immediately upon arrival to the event, providing their
full name, address, email, and phone number for use in potential contact tracing efforts.

● Health Screening: Attendees must answer a health screening questionnaire prior to the
event.

○ Note: Entry to the event will be denied to any attendee who fails the health
screening questionnaire, as well as any members of the attendee’s party who
may have been in close contact within the past 10 days (e.g., family members,
individuals who share the same residence).

● Social Distancing: Attendees must practice social distancing by maintaining a
distance of, at least, six feet from other individuals, except for members of the same
immediate party/household/family.

● Face Coverings: Attendees must wear acceptable face coverings at all times.
● All attendees must provide proof of one the following:

○ A negative PCR test collected within 72 hours of the event
○ A negative antigen (rapid) test collected within 6 hours of the event
○ Completion of the COVID-19 vaccination series at least 14 days prior to the date

of the event
○ Proof of a prior positive test result or completed order of isolation within the

last 90 days, but not within the last ten days
Note:  Only tests results from FDA or DOH authorized tests will be accepted.  Any
individual who fails to provide proof of one of the above requirements will be denied
entry to the event.



OPTION 2: Five Ceremonies
Our other option is to split the 8th grade class into five groups and hold separate ceremonies
throughout the day and evening on Thursday, June 24th. (Students taking the Earth Science
regents on that day would be scheduled for the later ceremonies.) This would bring the
number of attendees below 200 and would eliminate the need for the above requirements.

We value your input and want our 8th graders to have a memorable ceremony. We are
committed to making sure that happens regardless of the format. Our 8th graders have
shown a great deal of tenacity throughout their Middle School years. We are proud of them
as they have certainly demonstrated their Eagle Spirit despite any challenges that came their
way.

Please complete the attached survey via Parent Square to share your feedback regarding
the option you prefer for the ceremony.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,

Christine O’Connor
HMS Principal


